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MESSAGE OF VILA VELHA / VITÓRIA 
 

2nd World Congress of Transdisciplinarity 
September   6 to 12, 2005 – Brazil 

 
Preamble 

 
Whereas: 
 
-  it is necessary to recall, revalue, amplify and put into current context the Charter of Transdisciplinarity, 
document adopted at the 1st World Congress of Transdisciplinarity, held  in Arrábida, Portugal, 1994; 
 
 -  the difficulties of maintaining the sustainability of planet Earth are placing humanity and its biosphere 
at a high risk of survival. 
 
 -  the increased lack of understanding among individuals and conflicts of all kinds, mainly due to 
disputes of power, is one of the major factors that contribute to the present explosion of old and new 
forms of barbarism; 
 
 -  by protecting what we have in common—that which concerns the living being—we may speak of our 
differences within the framework of our commonality as living beings regardless of our varied cultural 
backgrounds;   
 
-  the social, ethical, psychological, spiritual, political, economic, and environmental issues of 
contemporary times present an unprecedented complexity and seriousness;  
 
The participants of the 2nd World Congress of Transdisciplinarity (Vila Velha/Vitória, Espírito Santo, 
Brazil – September 06 - 12, 2005) have adopted the present Message structured around three axes: 
Transdisciplinary Attitude, Research and Action: 
 
Transdisciplinary Attitude concerns the search for understanding the complexity of our universe, the 
relations between subjects, of subjects with themselves, and with objects, in order to recover the 

enigmatic relation of the human being to Reality − what can be perceived by human consciousness,  − 

and the Real − as an absolute reference, forever veiled. For that, it proposes the articulation of different 
areas of scientific knowledge, the arts, philosophy, sapient traditions and experience, all of which are 
different modes of perception and description of Reality and the relation between Reality and the Real.  
 
Transdisciplinary Research presupposes an epistemological plurality. It requires the integration of 
dialectical processes that emerge from the research itself and maintains an open system of knowledge. 
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Transdisciplinary Action presupposes the articulation of the formation of the human being in relation 
with the world (eco-formation); in relation with others (hetero-formation); in relation to ourselves (self-
formation); in relation to being (onto-formation); and, also, the relation between formal and non-
formal knowledge. It should seek the resolution of conflicts that emerge in the global and local context 
of such action, aiming at peace, and the collaboration among people and cultures, without discarding 
the contradictories and the valuation of their expression. 

 
Statement of Purpose  
 
The purpose of the Congress, in addition to creating the conditions for  a theoretical and practical 
deepening  of the three  axes already stated, was to carry out a critical analysis of prior  transdisciplinary 
documents and experiences, affirming the need for  articulating the transdisciplinary attitude, research 
and action as a  way for the participants to project future actions. 

 
Working Conclusions 
 
Transdisciplinarity, in its attitude, research and action dimension: 
 
- tries to respond to the needs arising from the complex interaction of the multiple  
knowledges, conceptions, values, experiences and practices that characterize today’s world; 
 
- aims at penetrating all levels of formal and non-formal education, articulating the different areas of 
knowledge and the different levels of the human being; 
 
- stimulates the exploration of the formal aspects of transdisciplinarity in the sciences, philosophy and 
humanities; 
 
-  investigates new applications of the principles of transdisciplinarity; 
 
- opens discussion of the transreligious aspects of the sacred and its integration and articulation with 
other aspects of transdisciplinarity; 
 
- seeks to avoid the risk of institutionalizing itself so that it becomes a rigid epistemological field, losing 
the capacity for open inquiry, self-criticism and criticism; 
 
- seeks to penetrate institutions, to create spaces and action inside them, without institutionalizing 

itself in a rigid way or limiting itself within formal, institutional spaces;  
 
 - pursues the promotion of individual and collective health and the well being of  human beings in their 
multi-dimensionality, articulating their physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual levels; 
 
-  recognizes the different modes and levels of expression that associate Art with esthetic and symbolic 
values, and  promotes the connection between feeling and imagination, enabling  human  beings to rise 
to new horizons,  richer of meaning. 
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Recommendations  
 
1. To create 

-  international transdisciplinary itinerant chairs;  
-  virtual transdisciplinary universities;   
-  graduate, specialized, masters and PhD  programs for the study of  
   transdisciplinarity; 
-  the formation of virtual transdisciplinary networks and centers of study, research, and action;   

 
2.  To propose new sustainable developmental models and actions, able to critically evaluate the 
implied contradictions underlying developmental models based on techno- science;  
 
3.  To establish criteria for the transdisciplinary evaluation of actions, taking into account not only 
quantitative but also qualitative parameters; 
 

      4. To promote intercultural encounters to increase the awareness within individuals of universal values 
that could stimulate transdisciplinary attitude, research and action.  
       
This Message is open to the signature of all persons interested in supporting and exercising the 
transdisciplinary attitude, and transdisciplinary research and action in their lives. 
 
Vila Velha/Vitória, Espirito Santo – Brazil  
 September 11th, 2005 
 
Editorial Committee 
Américo Sommerman, Maria F de Mello and Vitória M de Barros 
 
Edited by 
Karen-Claire Voss 
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